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OUR TASK 
 
 
 
• Conduct a data driven study to understand the 

neighborhoods challenges and opportunities 
 

• Offer some initial ideas on how to address those 
challenges and capitalize on opportunities 
 







PREVIOUS PLANS 





THE COMMON PLACE 2012-16 ACS 















WOODLAND AVE. 













MAIN TAKEAWAYS 
 
 
• Population has declined and poverty has increased– 

not surprisingly this also results in low levels of 
educational attainment and poor health. 
 

• Immigrant population is growing – particularly African 
immigrants – Southwest has become the cultural 
center of the community citywide 
 

















MAIN TAKEAWAYS 
 
• Largely residential community with good transit to major 

job centers 
 
• Locally there are some job opportunities, mostly on the 

commercial corridors 
 
• Larger employers that used to exist in the neighborhood, 

particularly around industry/manufacturing – have since 
left resulting in large number of vacant properties 

 
• Some local crime hotspots need to be addressed – in the 

broader city context it is not a major crime hotspot 
 
 



STRATEGIES 
GOING FORWARD 



The Common Place Mission 
 
The Common Place serves children and their families in Southwest 
Philadelphia through educational programs, social service, collaboration, and 
faith formation. 
 
Annual Report 2017 
 
“Some of the major needs identified are: health services, education, nutrition 
and housing assistance.” 
 



STRATEGY 01 
 
Continue to provide the 
services needed in the 
community and fill in some 
missing gaps. 
 



BIG PICTURE IDEAS 
 

 
EDUCATION 
After school programs but also programs to help parents navigate their choices.  
 
PARTNERS/ROLE:  
The Common Place (already existing programming) 
 



BIG PICTURE IDEAS 
 

 
LOCAL BUSINESSES / PROGRAMMING  
Help everyone, particularly those from different countries, to be able to turn their talent into a business.  
ESL classes, job fairs and housing counseling are critical to connecting people of all backgrounds with services that 
exist.  
 
PARTNERS/ROLE: 
Southwest CDC, Citylights Network, Free Library, Philadelphia Career Works, Commerce Department, Jumpstart 
Germantown  



BIG PICTURE IDEAS 
 

 
EVENTS / COMMUNITY BUILDING 
Peer Groups, community dinners, outdoor movies, holiday events can help to bring people together and create 
stronger community ties 
 
PARTNERS/ROLE: 
The Common Place (some already existing programming but would need to be amplified) 



BIG PICTURE IDEAS 
 

 
PUBLIC SPACE / HEALTH & NUTRITION 
Safe streets, greener school yards, improved parks and elimination of trash and blight.  Expanded recreational 
programs and access to healthy food are necessary to address poor health indicators. 
 
PARTNERS/ROLE:  
The Common Place (Hammers with Hearts Trade Camp), Rebuild, Parks & Rec, Bartram’s Garden, Free Library, 
OTIS, SEPTA, Community Garden Organizations 
 
 

 



BIG PICTURE IDEAS 
 

 
HOUSING INVESTMENT  
Re-purposing publicly-owned vacant lots and buildings, tapping into the Healthy Rowhomes initiative, Adding to 
affordable housing supply 
 
PARTNERS/ROLE:  
The Common Place will need to coordinate with Councilwoman and work with willing developers.  
Healthy Rowhomes - boots on the ground task. 
 
 

 



STRATEGY 02 
 
Organize around planned 
investments to make sure the 
neighborhood has a voice in the 
conversation. 
 



SEPTA TROLLEY MODERNIZATION LOWER SCHUYLKILL MASTER PLAN 

BARTRAM VILLAGE REDEVELOPMENT 



STRATEGY 03 
 
Break the neighborhood down 
by focusing on target areas. 
 





Find areas where there is a 
convergence of 
opportunities to improve 
education, housing, and 
health/recreation as well 
as capitalize on planned 
investments 





High youth population, single 
mothers, child care facilities 
 
Concentrations of vacant/city 
owned parcels 
 
Reported crime along Chester 
with a concentration of narcotics 
crimes at 60th & Chester 
 
Adjacent to concentration of 
African-born residents 
 



1) Rebuild Myers Rec. Center 

2) Housing Action Plan 

3) Vacant Land Strategy 

4) Mt. Moriah Cemetery 

5) Green Mitchell Play Yard 

6) Safe Streets 

7) TCP Programming 



Partner with Rebuild on Myers Recreation Center to 
improve both the facilities and programming 

FIRST REBUILD SITE IN PARKSIDE 



HOUSING PRESERVATION 
LOAN PROGRAM 

Targeted housing rehabilitation and potential 
development.  Leverage concentration of vacant city 
owned properties to create new affordable housing 
options. 



Strategy to address large concentration of vacant land 
with blight removal and programming. 

PHS CLEAN AND GREEN 



Rethink cemetery as an asset – potential for new open 
space and recreational programming  



Integrate greening and stormwater management to 
Mitchell Elementary Play Yard 

TRANSFORMING SCHOOLYARDS – CDC & PWD 



Create safer connections on key streets.  Partner with 
SEPTA and Streets Department on Trolley Modernization 



Continue the 
great 
programming 
that already 
exists at The 
Common Place 
and find 
opportunities to 
meet missing 
demand. 

D SHIELDS DBA 
GLAD CENTER 



QUESTIONS? 

THANKS! 



DATA 
BOOK 















DATA BOOK 





























CRITERIA 01 

Where do children live and where 
are the existing educational / 
recreational facilities? 









Find areas where there is 
a convergence of 
opportunities to improve 
education, housing, and 
health/recreation 



CRITERIA 01 

Where do children live and where 
are the existing educational / 
recreational facilities? 







CRITERIA 02 

Where do opportunities exist to 
partner with existing projects or 
meet missing demand? 









BARTRAMS VILLAGE 



High poverty centered around 
PHA’s Bartram’s Village 
 
High numbers of children and single 
mothers 
 
High dropout rates 
 
Adjacent to industrial uses – 
environmental justices issues and 
exposure to truck traffic – poor 
health indicators 
 
The area is cut off from the rest of 
the Southwest 
 
Multiple institutions but 
disconnected from one another 



1) Bartram's Village Redevelop. 

2) Bartram’s Garden Program. 

3) New Woodland Academy 

4) PIDC Lower Schuylkill Plan 

5) Watt Cultural Exchange 

6) PAL Programming 

7) Federal Opportunity Zone 

8) Safe Streets 



Bartram Village Strategies 
 
• Coordinate with redevelopment of Bartram Village Site.  Opportunities for new / 

improved affordable housing, commercial space, educational facilities 
• Coordinate with programming at Bartram Garden.  Educational opportunities 

around gardening, nature, and new mussel hatchery 
• Support the Woodland Academy new building 
• Coordinate with PIDC Lower Schuylkill Development to make sure there are 

opportunities for local jobs. 
• Cultural/educational opportunities at Watt Khmer Palelai  
• Coordination between PAL Center, Kent Crest, School District of Philadelphia, & 

Richard Allen Prep on recreation facilities.  Opportunity to improve police relations 
with the community 

• Leverage federal Opportunity Zone designation. 
• Create safer connections on key streets, particularly across Lindbergh Blvd. to 

Bartram’s Village/Garden. Partner with SEPTA and Streets Department on Trolley 
Modernization. 
 

 



KINGSESSING REC. & LIBRARY 



High numbers of children and 
single mothers 
 
Low levels of educational 
attainment 
 
At a critical juncture where the 
market is poised to change 
rapidly 
 
Acts as a gateway to the 
Southwest 



1) Rebuild King. Rec/Library 

2) Housing / Private Invest. 

3) Partner with Garden 

4) Green Comegys Play Yard 

5) Health Campus 

6) Safe Streets 

7) Gateway to Neighborhood 



Kingsessing Strategies 
 
• Partner with Rebuild on Kingsessing Rec Center/Library rehabilitation.  

Opportunity to create a true neighborhood community center and replicate the 
success of Logan Library 21st Century Library Initiative. 

• Capitalize on the areas wealth of transit options (SEPTA Regional Rail and 
Trolley) and proximity to universities to leverage private investment 

• Use experience gained from creating The Common Place to help save Word 
Tabernacle Baptist Church 

• Partner with community garden on Grays Ferry Ave. and expand to other city 
owned properties 

• Integrate greening and stormwater management to Comegys Elementary Play 
Yard 

• Explore the opportunity to use city owned vacant land around Woodland Health 
Center and Reba Brown Senior Residence to create a health campus 

• Create safer connections on key streets. Partner with SEPTA and Streets 
Department on Trolley Modernization. 

• Improve appearance of area to create a welcoming gateway to the 
neighborhood. 
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